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Government   would consider   these   suggestions of Mr. Smith,   it  will
surely yield good results.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-6-1905
409. INDIA AND THE GENERAL ELECTION
Now that it is thought that fresh elections to the British Parliament
are likely to take place shortly, it is high time the facts about India are
placed before the British electors. A resolution to send a deputation to
England was passed at the last Congress session with this end in view. The
journal., India, tells us that Sir William Wedderburn, a staunch friend
of India, has issued a circular in this regard, requesting the members
from all the big towns in Britain to organise meetings to hear the tale of
India's woes from these representatives. Mr. Gokhale, C.I.E., has been
appointed the leader of this deputation. He is the same Mr. Gokhale who
served as professor at the Fergusson College, Poona, taking a mere pittance
to maintain himself. He is at present a member of the Imperial Legis-
lative Council, Calcutta; year after year, he puts up a fight on behalf
of India in that House.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-6-1905
410. PLAGUE IN INDIA
There occurred in India 65,780 cases of plague during the last week
of April, of which 57,702 proved fatal. There were 23,387 deaths in
the United Provinces,1 19,015 in the Punjab, 3,056 in the Bombay Presi-
dency and 9,703 in Bengal. The Liberty Review has passed severe strictures on
the British Government whom it holds responsible for the epidemic, and
for this large number of deaths, for, it adds, there is extreme starvation in
the land. It has been estimated that only three out of the thirty crores of
the people get even one meal a day. This much is certain, that, if a man
obliged to starve, his body gradually gets weaker and at last becomes so
reduced in resistance that it becomes more easily susceptible to infection or
an attack of germs. Nevertheless, we must say that the criticism of the
Liberty Review is to a certain extent unjustified. We can say from experi-
ence that the plague does not attack only the starving. We see that even
those with a high standard of living are victimised by it. Moreover,
we can add the following from experience :
1. Very often all the persons in a house affected by plague get the
attack.
*
l Now Uttar  Pradesh.